Sequence to illustrate the child initiated approach to scientific enquiry used at 

Four Marks Primary school, Hampshire  

1 Introduce the broad theme (for example materials) – the children have free time to explore a range of materials that have been put out for them

2 Children make pictorial mind maps of everything they know about the theme. An adult scribes the children’s ideas

3 Children are asked individually what they would like to find out on this theme

4a Children are grouped into those with similar questions so they can work with an adult to find answers

4b While some children are working with the adults the others explore freely from a selection of things set out and items they find in the classroom

4c Children may go on a walk around the school to explore the theme (for example, materials around the school, electricity used around the school, shadows on the playground)

5 The children record what they have found out – in pictorial form, maybe with some attempts at writing

6 The children communicate what they have found out to the group / class (for example speak, show and talk about the picture, draw on interactive whiteboard, demonstrate).

