	Magnets 
	
	
	

	Item 
	Quantity
	Comments
	Safety and care

	Alnico magnets
	
	
	As with all magnets they should not be dropped or banged about as this can reduce the magnetic force of the magnet.

Although very strong these magnets are brittle and if dropped can break, forming two smaller magnets.

All magnets should be stored with keepers (small metal bars placed at the end of magnets).

All magnets should be stored carefully. They should not be placed directly next to each other as this can effect their magnetic field.

	Bar/ horseshoe magnets
	
	
	Being weaker magnets, these lose their magnetic properties more quickly than alnico magnets.

Do not bang or drop these magnets. Store with keepers.

When bar magnets have lost their strength they can be re-magnetised using a solenoid (cylindrical coil used to re-magnetise magnets) which can be borrowed from a local secondary school.

	Compasses
	
	
	Do not store with magnets.

	Electro magnet
	
	
	Make sure it is stored with the switch in the off position, electromagnets drain the battery if left on.

	Floating (ring or  polo) magnets
	
	
	If using doweling ensure that the point of the doweling has a piece of blu-tack or some other safety device attached to prevent any possible danger to a child’s eye.

	Fridge / mini magnets
	
	
	

	Horseshoe magnets (infant)
	
	
	Magnets should be stored with keepers to help retain magnetism.

	Iron filings
	
	
	It is much better if you do not buy iron filings but always purchase iron filings that are encased in plastic.

Avoid fine iron filings since they can be inhaled.

Iron filings must be used in a sealed container, such as a sealed petri dish or a box with a transparent lid, to avoid inhalation by children.

	Iron filings bubble
	
	
	Safe way to handle iron filings.

Alternative is to place filings in a sealed container, such as a sealed petri dish or a box with a transparent lid.

	Magnetic cars and toys
	
	
	

	Magnetic marbles
	
	
	Count them out and in; these magnets are easily lost.

	Magnetic rubber strips or sheets
	
	
	

	Magnetic tape
	
	
	As with all magnetic material make sure that children keep magnets away from their watches.

	Magnetic wands
	
	
	Explain to children that they should not bang the wands since it de-magnetises them.

	Metal discs / strips
	
	
	Store in a container which lists the number and name of the metal each disc is made from.

	Remagnitiser
	
	
	Enables magnets to be remagnitised.

	Soft iron rods
	
	
	For use in making electromagnets.  Electromagnets drain the battery is left on.

	Super magnets
	
	
	Keep away from watches and computers.
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