
	The environment 
	
	
	

	Items 
	Quantity
	Comments  
	Safety and care

	Anemometer
	
	
	Store with care to avoid damaging the cups.

Use and site according to manufacturer’s instructions.

	Aquarium 
	
	
	If used for animals ensure that the teacher and children have sufficient knowledge about maintenance of species involved.

Plastic aquaria should not be carried by the lip; it can break off. Teach children to carry the aquarium with their hands underneath.

Ensure that electrical appliances are not placed near the aquarium.

The plastic does scratch so care should be taken not to place large stones or objects in the aquarium.

	Binoculars 
	
	
	Usually an expensive item; must be handled with care.

Ensure neck strap is worn to avoid children dropping the binoculars.

When not in use store in case.

The optics should be clean with a suitable cloth.

Insist that children never look directly at the sun with or without the binoculars.

	Compass, magnetic
	
	
	Do not store near strongly magnetic materials.

Except for ‘field’ type orienteering compasses, ensure that they are always used on a level surface to allow free movement of the needle.

	Gardening tools
	
	
	Always store gardening tools in a dry clean condition.

Purchase child size tools, adult tools are too large and therefore dangerous.

Ensure that children are shown how to use and handle tools correctly and safely.

	Inspection tray
	
	
	A white tray which enables children to observe invertebrates.

	Light meter/ sensor
	
	
	As with all field equipment ensure that children use with care.

Check equipment out and in.

Some photographic light meters operate by solar power.

	Marine viewer
	
	
	

	Nets (invertebrate sweeper)
	
	
	Only catch a minimum number of specimens.

Place in a suitable white container or tray of water immediately for observation.

Handle animals with care.

Release animals into habitat as soon as possible after observation.

Clean nets and sieves after use.

	pH meter/ probes
	
	
	Some cannot be used in water.

	pH papers 
	
	
	Need to be kept dry.

	Pond nets
	
	
	Only catch a minimum number of specimens.

Place in a suitable white container or tray of water immediately for observation.

Handle animals with care.

Release animals into habitat as soon as possible after observation.

Clean nets and sieves after use.

	Pooters (Bug Hunters)
	
	
	Use with care to avoid damaging animals.

Only very small animals can be collected.

The tube mouthpiece should be disinfected after use. See the ASE book  Be safe!

	Quadrats (rigid or flexible)
	
	
	For field work give each child one piece of equipment to look after.

Each child is then responsible for that piece of equipment. Before leaving a site ask children to hold up their piece of equipment. It soon becomes obvious if something is missing.

Simple quadrats can be made in design technology or by parents.

	Rocks and fossils
	
	
	Store carefully to avoid damage.

If not labelled use nail varnish or enamel paint to number specimens.

Keep a record of number and type of rocks.

Let parents know that you are developing a rock collection. Samples might be donated; do ask for any information to be included with donations.

Small samples can be stored in egg boxes.

	Rain gauge
	
	
	Needs to be sited in an open area away from overhanging roof or trees.

	Soil sieves
	
	
	Use and store with care to avoid damaging the mesh.

Do not farce particles through.

Use with dry soil.

Clean using water or leave to dry and use a soft brush to clear soil.
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